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the crying of the magpies on the roof., and my wife said to
me: 'I expect that means his Lordship Hsi-m£n is back. Why
don't you go and see?' I said: 'Brother started on the twelfth
and he hasn't been away a fortnight yet. How can he be back
already?' 'Well/ my wife said, 'whether he is back or not,
you must go,' She told me to dress and come, and here you
are. I congratulate you."
He saw the wine and rice and other things collected out-
side the hall. "To whom are you sending these things?" he
said.
"I came back with Captain Ho3 the new magistrate,"
Hsi-men said. "His family has not come yet and he is stay-
ing at the office for the time being. I am sending him some
provisions. I have invited him to dinner to-morrow and I am
going to asfe: you and Uncle Wu to come too."
"I must remind you," Po-chueh said, "that Uncle Wu and
you are officers. Master W£n wears a scholar's hat. I am only
a private person, and it seems hardly fitting that I should join
you. I don't know what he may think. He may laugh at me."
"If that's all that is worrying you,5' Hsi-mgn said, laugh-
ing, "I will lend you my silk hat, and, when Captain Ho asks
who you are, I'll tell him you're my eldest son. Will that suit
you?"
They laughed. "I am serious," Po-chueh said. "My size
in hats is eight and three-tenths. Yours won't fit me."
"I take a hat eight and three-tenths too," Scholar W£n
said. "Perhaps you would like my scholar's hat!"
"No," Hsi-men Ch'ing said. "Don't let him have it. When
he goes to pawn himself, he might wear it."
"Well said, Sir," Scholar Win said, "the joke is on both
of us."
Tea was brought, "I suppose his Lordship Hsia will stay
at the Capital," Scholar Wen said, "or is he coming back
here?"
"He is now an officer of the Imperial Escort," Hsi-m£n
said. "He wears embroidered robes and carries a wand. It is
an exalted position and he will not come back."
He looked at the card which was to go with the provisions
for Captain Ho, and bade Tai An take them. Then he went
with Ying Po-chueh and Scholar W6n to the side room and

